UNSOPHISTICATED    CORNER   OF   CAMBODIAN    NATURE
They are living in the vicinity of the great Cambodian river, Mekong, which with pitiless pertinacity
rapidly swells during the rains and floods the neighbourhood for many miles round.     As a precaution,
the natives build their houses on piles, but despite their long wooden legs, so frail and fragile are
these tiny homesteads, that many a one falls victim to the fury of the onrushing waters
The marriage of Cambodian women with foreigners was forbidden for many years. There are, however, a great many French, and still more Chinese half-castes. Divorce is easy, and can be demanded by the man or the woman. Adultery used to be punished in a shocking manner. * Nowadays all punishments are relatively light. King Sisowath
abolished the chaining of prisoners in 1905. Suicide is very rare ; infanticide and abortion are almost unknown.
The Cambodian smokes opium, having learnt the habit from the Chinese and Annamese, but not to excess. Alcohol figures in religious' and family cere* monies, but drunkenness is unknown. The staple food grown is rice.
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